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Where are we now? 

• Minnesota’s 2013 population is 5,420,380 

 

• Minnesota added 348,446 (7.8%) people from 2000 to 2010 

• Minnesota and South Dakota (7.9%) led the frost belt in percent 
population growth 

• Minnesota ranked 26th in percent change and 21st in number 
change 

• Texas added 4.3 million and Nevada 35.1% to lead the nation 

• Minority population growth accounted for the majority of total 
growth 2000-10.  Percent minority population increased from 11.7% 
in 2000 to 17% in 2010 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 



Most of MN’s recent population increase resulted 
from natural increase (births-deaths) 

Minnesota Population Change
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Minnesota’s projected net migration and 
natural change, 2012-2065  
 

Source: State Demographic Center projections, U.S. Census Bureau data used as base population for projections 
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Average levels of net-migration 



Rate of net migration by age 
Minnesota 1980s-2000s (per 1,000) 

Source: University of Wisconsin, Center for Demography and Ecology 



Source: Hermalin and Neidert, 2014 



Number of older adults will increase 
substantially over the next 20 years 
 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau and Minnesota State Demographic Center 
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Number of older adults will increase 
substantially over the next 20 years 
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Why are the changes so marked now? 
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Population by age and sex 
Minnesota, 2012 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 



Between 2000 and 2010 most of 
Minnesota’s growth was Populations of 
Color 

Of Color 
86% 

White  
14% 

350,000 more Minnesota residents in 2010 than in 2000 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 



Source: mncompass.org  

50 years of growing diversity in our 
region, state, nation 
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Black, Latino and Asian populations 
growing rapidly 
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2000: Few cities had populations of color  
> 15% 

Source: PolicyMap 
2010 Census data 

Source: PolicyMap 
2000 Census data 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Source: PolicyMap 
2010 Census data 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2010: Many cities had populations of color  
> 20% 



International 
immigration 
has increased 
in recent years, 
but pales in 
comparison to 
the 20th 
Century 

Percent  Foreign Born  

Minnesota 1920-2009 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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+ Our foreign-born population is becoming 
increasingly diverse 

Source: Tabulated by the Minnesota State Demographic Center from the Integrated Public Use Microdata Series 
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MN at a glance: Largest age group now in 
their 50s 
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Minnesotans by age, 2012 

Boomers Millennials 
 

Gen X 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates Program 



Labor force participation of older adults 
has increased only slightly 
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Distribution of households, Minnesota 2013 

(Householder Age 60+) 

Married  
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Other  
9% 

Source: 2013 American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau 



Baby boomers have earned more than 
the generation that came before them 
(U.S. data) 



Baby boomers have not saved as much as 
the preceding generation (U.S. data) 



Right now boomers are primary drivers of 
demand for housing 
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Source: MN State Demographic Center tabulations of IPUMs version of U.S. Census Bureau’s 2010-2012 American 
Community Survey. 



A decade ago: Homeownership followed 
a predictable age pattern 
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Today: Renters make up a much larger 
share of young to middle-age households 

Source: MN State Demographic Center tabulations of IPUMs version of U.S. Census Bureau’s 2010-2012 American 
Community Survey. 



Boomers: Home characteristics top list of 
reasons for planned move 

Source: MN Department of Human Services, Transform 2010 Survey 



Boomers: Preferences moving toward 
single-level living 

Source: MN Department of Human Services, Transform 2010 Survey 



Boomers: Preferences moving toward 
multi-unit dwellings  

Source: MN Department of Human Services, Transform 2010 Survey 



Minnesota by race, 2012 

Source: 2012 Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau. 

0 50,000 100,000 150,000 200,000 250,000 300,000 350,000 400,000 450,000

  Under 5
  5 to 9

  10 to 14
  15 to 19
  20 to 24
  25 to 29
  30 to 34
  35 to 39
  40 to 44
  45 to 49
  50 to 54
  55 to 59
  60 to 64
  65 to 69
  70 to 74
  75 to 79
  80 to 84

  85+

White (non-Hispanic) and Of Color Population 
Minnesota, 2012 

White (non-Hispanic) Of Color



Stay tuned, keep in touch. 

 

http://www.demography.state.mn.us 

susan.brower@state.mn.us 

Twitter: @MN_StateData 
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